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Section 2.

2.1 Risk Assessment

This section outlines the hazard and risk methods used when 
assessing & calculating the hazards and risks for the various activities.
This is a ‘live’ document and should be continually reviewed and 
updated in light of new or additional tasks and/or information.

Definitions:
Hazard: A hazard is anything with the potential to cause harm - 
including human injury or ill health, damage to the environment, 
damage to equipment and buildings.

Risk: A risk always has two elements, the likelihood that a hazard will 
cause harm and the severity of the potential harm caused.

Risk Assessment: This is the process of evaluating and ranking 
the risks to health and safety at work arising from hazards at the 
workplace. It involves estimating the magnitude of risk and deciding 
whether the risk is acceptable or whether or more precautions need 
to be taken to prevent harm.

Control Measures: The basis for ensuring that workplace precautions 
are provided and maintained. Controls should be appropriate to the 
hazards and risks involved.
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4 4 8 12 16 20

3 3 6 9 12 15

2 2 4 6 8 10

1 1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

Numeric Rating Likelihood Severity

1 Very Unlikely Very minor injuries

2 Unlikely First aid minor injury/illness

3 Likely “3 Day” injury/illness

4 Very Likely Major injury/illness

5 Almost Certain Permanently disabling injury /illness 
or fatality

Risk Rating Matrix

Se
ve

ri
ty

Likelihood

Numerical Value 
(Severity x Likelihood)

Descrip-
tive Risk 
Rating

Interpretation and/or Action

13-25 High Immediate Action Required, Activity 
should be stopped until control me-
sures can be iplemented to reduce 
risk to medium or low.

6-12 Medium Activity can proceed, but with cau-
tion and esnuring control measures 
are maintained. Risk Assessment 
must be regularly rechecked and all 
reasonable efforts should be made 
to reduce risk rating to low

1-5 Low Activity can proceed. Control 
easures must be monitored and 
reviewed as required to ensure they 
remain suitable and efficient
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